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We 've recently heard from our Convocation Lecturer, and
also at this meeting , about many aspects of the interrela-
tionship of the College with government-with prepay-
ments, with fixed payments and with payments which may
not come at all. I think most of us spent much of our time
recently worrying and thinking about these aspects of our
profession . We are concerned that government may take
away many of our prerogatives and opportunities, Tonight
I would like to set these considerations aside-at least for
this evening-and reflect with you on two attributes that
will never be taken from us.
The first was alluded to by Dr. Jeremy Swan in his
remarks, and it is simply this-the opportunity to serve
others. As most of us look back on the idealism of the days
we entered medical school , I think perhaps one of the rea-
sons we entered medical school rather than law school ,
business school or one of the hard sciences was because
we really believed that medicine was special. The oppor-
tunity to counsel , to care for and to heal are attributes that
cannot be found to the same degree in any other profession .
We all have that opportunity to serve in our profession
every day; and I'd like to suggest to you that, in truth, the
key to personal happiness is service to others. I think phi-
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losophers, poets and religious leaders throughout the cen-
turies have commented on this fact. As one prophet stated
it, " When ye are in the service of your fellow beings, ye
are only in the service of your God. " So I would commend
to you the opportunity to serve others as one of the priceless
attributes that will never be taken from us.
The second attribute is one that is best exemplified by
this meeting-the opportunity to learn, to hone our intellect,
to increase our knowledge-the stimulation of learning new
things and applying them . In cardiology this is an oppor-
tunity that many other specialti es don 't have to the same
extent. Let's always remember that this great privilege and
opportunity has an obligation that goes with it. It is the
obligation to teach others . I think there are few things that
influence one more than an encounter with a gifted teacher.
And so in fact , as we learn , let 's remember our obligat ion
to teach others, especially our younger colleagues.
I won't take time to discuss other similar attributes of
our profession. Let's remind ourselves , however , that as
physicians we have pricele ss opportunities that Diagnosis-
Related Groups (DRGs) will never take from us. In fact ,
these opportunities provide the basis for the best of our
career, and for the best of ourselve s.
I'd like to express my appreciation to my family and
colleagues for their support during this year . I appreciate
the support of the American College of Cardiology. I pledge
to serve you this year to the best of my abilities; and I ask
you to do the same.
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